crews) arriving in U.S. ports from Vietnam and
Thailand.

Problems. These expanded procedures initially created
problems and delays in processing passengers and in mov-
ing cargo and mail. Previously, customs inspection was
performed by military customs representatives at the
point of origin, with Bureau of Customs representatives
performing only spot checks in the continental United
States.

The military services were concerned about increasing
sendees with no additional funds, and about causing delay
and hardships to Department of Defense personnel.
Consequently, the Department of Defense asked that the
intensified inspection program be made a matter of discus-
sion at the May 14, 1971, meeting of the Interdepart-
mental Action Task Group (Vietnam). Representatives
from the Bureau of Customs, United States Postal Serv-
ice, Department of State, and the military services recom-
mended that committees be established to study the
problem.

Because of the magnitude of the problem, three sub-
committees, composed of military and Bureau of Cus-
toms representatives, were established to study the problem
and provide recommended solutions to the Interdepart-
mental Action Task Group (Vietnam).

Department support, On June 9, 1971, the Department
of Defense announced support of the intensified customs
inspection program. The Army, in coordination with the
Navy and Air Force, was designated as the office of pri-
mary responsibility for solving customs problems within
the Department of Defense, and was directed to prepare
a coordinated action plan. Subsequently, the Army was
designated as the Executive Agent for customs matters
in the Department of Defense.

No additional resources were made available to the
Department of Defense for the accomplishment of the
customs mission during FY 1971. Required resources were
provided from normal mission funds within authorized
command personnel strength. Substantive additional
manpower support (215 Acting Customs Inspectors (Ex-
ccptecl); 104 personnel at U.S, ports of entry) is now
being provided the Bureau of Customs to assist in the pro-
gram to interdict the flow of contraband into the United
States from Southeast Asia.

Coordination, The Department of Defense has taken
prompt aggressive action in close coordination with the
Bureau of Customs in planning and implementing its
programs for crime prevention, law enforcement, and
control since initiation of the intensified inspection pro-
gram, The combined efforts achieved significant results
in FY 1971. Military criminal investigative customs
operations on the West Coast recovered $60,329 worth
of Federal Government property, and confiscated 53
illegal weapons. Since April 1971, 33 seizures of contra-
band (liquor and war trophies) were referred to the mili-
tary for investigation and action.

Gun control. To assure that military personnel complied
with the provisions of the Gun Control Act, continuous
enforcement, education, and public information programs
were conducted with special emphasis on the sale of pro-
hibited firearms to military personnel through rod and
gun clubs located in overseas areas.

Illegal use of mails. The Department of Defense also has

implemented an aggressive program of inspection to re-

duce the use of the military postal system as a means to
transport illegal narcotics, contraband, and other con-
trolled substances into the United States. Reports received
from the Bureau of Customs indicate there has been
an overall decline in the number of narcotics and other
contraband seizures in the military mail since the initia-
tion of the intensified inspection program.

There has been a reduction of 75 percent in the num-
ber of narcotics and other controlled substances detected
in military mail from Vietnam and Thailand. Addition-
ally, the number of heroin seizures in the military mail
from Vietnam and Thailand declined from a high of
23 in May to only four in August 1971.

Present procedures to eliminate movement of contra-
band in personal mail include a requirement for complete
identification in return address and verification against
that shown on the individual's identification card. Mailers
are required to sign package wrappers at the time of mail-
ing. Mine detectors are in use to examine suspect parcels
for metal contraband.

Parcels suspected of containing contraband arc initially
inspected by military postal authorities and those contain-
ing contraband are immediately reported to appropriate
military investigative agencies. First-class mail suspected
of containing narcotics or other contraband is forwarded
by separate cover to specific agencies of the Bureau of
Customs for examination. All voice tapes and film mailers
are routed for fiuoroscopic examination by the Bureau of
Customs upon entry into the United States, Marijuana
detection dogs arc used in all aerial mail terminals in
Southeast Asia. Thirty-seven additional improved fluoro-
scope units were purchased for worldwide usage in aerial
mail terminals and selected military post offices.

The Department of Defense sent to the Department of
State, United States Information Service, Agency for
International Development, Veterans Administration,
and the Central Intelligence Agency letters requesting
their assistance in the mail inspection program by insur-
ing their mail is free of narcotics and other contraband
before entry into the military postal system,

A prcdeparturc customs Inbcl is currently under de-
velopment by the Department of Defense, When adopted,
it will provide information ns to whether cargo and per-
sonal property entering the United States through mili-
tary channels has been tampered with after preinspection
in overseas areas.

Training program. In addition, an extensive training pro-
gram is in process to train military personnel in customs
search procedures and drug identification methods. These
personnel will assist in the customs clearance of personnel,
mail, personal property, cargo, ships, and aircraft. The
Department of Defense has established the mechanisms
required to support Bureau of Customs requests for tech-
nical assets, including surveillance aircraft, detection sys-
tems, sensors, and equipment to increase the capability
of the Bureau of Customs to detect and track aircraft
and ground movement of personnel and equipment en-
gaged in smuggling operations.

Approximately $5,837,534 of identifiable funds were
expended by the Department of Defense in 1971 to sup-
port the military customs inspection program.

During FY 1969 and FY 1970, support in similar activ-
ities was provided. For those years, identifiable expendi-
ture data are not available.
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